
 

Brief history 

 of the Delphic Games 

 

The Delphic Games started officially in Greece in 582 B.C. Together with the Olympic 

the Delphic Games (called the Pythian before) were forbidden more than 1600 years ago 

and reappeared only at the beginning of the 20th century: the Delphic Festival was held 

in Greece in 1927 – 1930, it became the complete analog of the ancient Pythian Games. 

However, because of the Second World War the Higher Forum for Art was suspended. 

 

The work on the revival of the Delphic Games continued in the 70-ies of the XX century 

in the Soviet Union. Accumulated experience became one of the backgrounds for the 

founding in 1999 of the National Delphic Council of Russia (NDC Russia) and for the 

working-out of the modern format of the Delphic Games. 

 

The new era of the Delphic Games, which became the world event, started only in 2000, 

when with the participation of 27 countries the First World Delphic Games of the present 

were held by the National Delphic Council of Russia in Moscow. 938 people participated 

in 18 nominations and the jury included representatives of 13 countries.  

 

Nowadays the International Delphic Committee is headquartered in Moscow. 

 

In 2014 a new format of the Games – European Delphic Games – was launched. The 

First Open Youth European Delphic Games (Volgograd, Russian Federation) became the 

starting competitions of this type and representatives of 26 countries participated in it. 

 

Till now seventeen Youth Delphic Games of the Member States of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States were held. More than 10 000 young people at the age of 10 – 25 from 

all the states of the Commonwealth participated only in final rounds of these events. 

 

The Games of single states, which are qualifying competitions that allow to form teams 

for the international Delphic competitions, are held on the national level.  

 

The Internet television of the Delphic Games DELPHIC.TV was launched in September 

2010 at www.delphic.tv. The main objective of the media is dedicated to the issues of 

culture and art and collecting a key target audience of this sphere. 
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